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a   n e x t  o r d e r   o r  level of division. 

Notions and “technese” 

Communications at  this specialized level are  made as 
though in a foreign  tongue,  in that people in various 
specific fields each speak a  “native”  technical  language. 
However,  since  notions are  here  to be considered inde- 
pendently of their implementation by words, we are 
referring  to  the syntax of notions of  the specialist. This 
syntax of notions  might  be called technese, for lack of a 
suitable existing term. We  may  talk, for example,  about 
the technese of the chemist, the lawyer, or the electrical 
engineer. 

For each kind of technese,  a  notion  may be expressed 
in the words of any desired language. The association of 
words and notions will of course  be typical of a given 
field, and  the  more specialized the field, the more com- 
plex may be the notion expressed in a single word. It 
must be emphasized that language  per se remains inci- 
dental.  The notions,  which are  the essential elements  in 
all technese, are assumed to be independent of any 
language. 

After individual special fields have been established, 
a final grouping would be required to  embrace  the totality 
of special fields. The notions to be applied at this level 
would necessarily be more general and  the process of 
matching would be  carried out by way of appropriately 
broader notions. 

In addition to  the hierarchical  organization just de- 
scribed,  there is another kind of division which should 
be introduced  to facilitate the adjustment of a system to 
the constant  expansion of knowledge and  the associated 
adaptations  and changes of language. This may be  done 
by starting a new division or “age class” of documents at 
given intervals, as time progresses. For each new interval 
the system would be updated  to reflect, for  the ensuing 
period, the changes during  the preceding  period. The 
process of searching would then be performed first for 
the  current period, then  for  the preceding  period and so 
on,  and  to  the extent  dictated by the results  obtained. 
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